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We all look forward to finally making this a reality - the two largest forces in charitable 

aviation coming together to form the premier volunteer pilot organization in the 

Untied States – Angel Flight America.  And, we can take great pride in knowing that we were instrumental in helping form what will truly be the predominant force in public benefit flying, 

which is, of course, only possible because of your combined talents and generosity.  Our goal 

has always been to reach-out and help more people in need.  By combining our efforts into one 

united organization, we will make leaps and bounds that we could not have done on our own.

In light of the transition facing us, please rest assured that we will be paying special attention to the needs and concerns of our passengers, volunteers, staff, partners, and contributors.  We look forward to hearing from you.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me directly at 

doug@angelflightsc.org.  On behalf of our Board of Directors, thank you again for the enormous contribution you have made to our passengers and to the growth of charitable aviation.  We look forward to continuing our mission with you through Angel Flight America.

Thank you,

Doug Breckenridge 

Angel Flight America Chairman

cc:

Christel Gollnick

Angel Flight America Marketing/Public Relations Chair

christel@angelflightcentral.org

Barbara Tollis

Angel Flight America Media Coordinator

bdtnyc@yahoo.com

AirLifeLine and Angel Flight America

Announce Plans to Merge

July 9, 2003

MERGER BENEFITS

The merger of AirLifeLine and Angel Flight America promises to provide many benefits to all of our stakeholders including:  

· Our passengers will benefit because a much larger group of pilots will see their various mission requests.  

· Our healthcare partners and passengers will enjoy, in effect, “one-stop shopping” when they need assistance.

· Our donors will know that we continue to seek more efficient and effective uses of their contributions.

· Our volunteer pilots will have access to more flights when we combine our lists of  “missions available.” 

· Our supporters and volunteers will be able to focus on promoting and supporting one national charitable aviation mission at a local grassroots, regional or national level. 

KEY POINTS
While a transition team continues to address many communications and administrative merger details, several agreed-upon points guide the two organizations through this uniting process:

· Our combined organizations will be organized under the name “Angel Flight America”.  We feel the Angel Flight name more readily explains who we are and what we do.  We want to enhance the tremendous name recognition that Angel Flight has developed nationwide.  Angel Flight America consists of six autonomous regional Angel Flight organizations including Angel Flight West, Angel Flight Central, Angel Flight South Central, Angel Flight Northeast, Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic, and Angel Flight Southeast.  Mercy Medical Airlift is also a member of AFA providing access to free or discounted airline tickets for passengers needing to travel more than 1,000 miles.  (Note that some smaller organizations using the Angel Flight name are not members of Angel Flight America.  In the spirit of cooperation and collaboration, it is possible that relationships will be explored in the future with these groups as well.) 

· All mission requests will be coordinated in the region from which a request is received.  To facilitate this, AirLifeLine’s telephone numbers will be pointed to Angel Flight America’s toll-free national telephone number where callers are automatically routed to the proper regional Angel Flight office.  The AFA toll-free number (877-621-7177) operates similar to Flight Service Stations.  For an initial period of time, phones will be answered as “Angel Flight/AirLifeLine.”

· Relationships and resources will be strengthened as each regional Angel Flight board of directors welcomes an AirLifeLine board member to their board. Also, AirLifeLine’s current chairman will join the Angel Flight America board.
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Dear Angel Flight America Members and Volunteers:





I am pleased to announce that Angel Flight America’s and AirLifeLine’s Board of Directors, both recently voted to proceed with merging AirLifeLine with and into Angel Flight America, Inc.  We believe that this is truly the most exciting development in the history of public benefit flying!





The integration of Angel Flight America and AirLifeLine promises to provide tremendous advantages and produce, by far, the largest volunteer pilot organization in the United States.  The combination of our teams will have the capability to coordinate more than 20,000 mission requests each year and will represent more than 5,000 volunteer pilots.  Together, we will truly be “the voice” for charitable aviation, and most importantly, we will be better positioned to support you and serve more people in need.





Thank you for the tremendous contribution you continue to make in the effort to help people in need through your gifts of flight.  Obviously, without you, volunteer pilot organizations would not exist. We have listened to your past suggestions about uniting AirLifeLine and Angel Flight America and have been discussing ways our two organizations could come together for the greater good, rather than continuing to duplicate efforts.  We are so excited that it will now soon come true! We continue to work on various details that will facilitate a smooth transition as we merge the operations of these two great organizations.  We will be communicating with you regularly as these details become available.  





Both organizations recognize that the key to sustainable future growth must continue on a regional and local, grassroots level while being supported by a unified effort nationwide.  It is anticipated that many of AirLifeLine’s national outreach programs will be maintained, but the daily operations and promotion of these efforts will be best administered through the regional structure of Angel Flight America.  Accordingly, all AirLifeLine volunteer pilots, passengers, and supporters will be welcomed into Angel Flight.  





Once this merger is officially approved by AirLifeLine’s membership and all legal merger details are handled, we are planning a formal public announcement and celebration on Wednesday, July 30 at the Oshkosh AirVenture.  We hope you can join us to celebrate this exciting, historic occasion.  In the meantime, until after the public announcement on July 30th, we ask that you refrain from discussing this matter with any media organizations or representatives.  If you happen to receive a media inquiry, please direct it to Christel Gollnick, Barbara Tollis or myself.














1-877-621-7177


www.angelflightamerica.org








Board Officers


Chairman:


Doug Breckenridge, Dallas, TX


doug@angelflightsc.org


Vice Chairman:


Larry Camerlin, North Andover, MA


larry@angelflightne.org


Secretary:


Ed Boyer, Virginia Beach, VA


mercymed@aol.com


Treasurer:


Tom Powers, Coral Springs, FL


powair@aol.com


Past Chairmen:


Jim Weaver (2002), Santa Monica, CA 


Tom Holcom (2001), Kansas City, MO 


Lee Johnson (2000), Leesburg, FL








Network Board Members





Angel Flight West


Jim Weaver


John Tipton


Santa Monica, CA


www.angelflight.org





Angel Flight Central


Tom Holcom


Stan Guillaume


Christel Gollnick


Kansas City, MO


www.angelflightcentral.org





Angel Flight South Central


Doug Breckenridge


Butch Smith


Alan Flewitt


Addison, TX


www.angelflightsc.org





Angel Flight Northeast


Larry Camerlin


Barbara Tollis


North Andover, MA


www.angelflightne.org





Angel Flight Mid-Atlantic


Steve Craven


Jerry Dorre


Virginia Beach, VA


www.angel-flight.org





Angel Flight Southeast


Tom Powers


Jenny Showalter


Alan M. Hoffberg


Leesburg, FL


www.angelflightse.org





Mercy Medical Airlift


Ed Boyer


Steve Patterson


Virginia Beach, VA


www.mercymedical.org

















Angel Flight America, Inc. is a network of individual and autonomous Angel Flight organizations dedicated to providing access for people in need, seeking free air transportation to specialized health care facilities or distant destinations due to family, community or national crisis. Angel Flight America is a non-profit organization recognized by the IRS under I.R.C. sec. 501(c)(3).

















