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1. EFFECTIVITY

Cirrus Design SR20 serial numbers 1005 thru 2030.

Cirrus Design SR22 serial numbers 0002 thru 3450.

2. DESCRIPTION

Approximately 4 years ago, a number of incidents regarding overheated brakes were reported to Cirrus. In 
response to these incidents, Cirrus issued Service Bulletin SB 2X-32-14 which, among other things, con-
tains instructions for the installation of an adhesive label (sticker) to the brake assemblies to facilitate mon-
itoring brake temperature. The Service Bulletin and subsequent Airworthiness Directive AD 2006-21-03 
stipulates that at every Preflight, the temperature sticker must be inspected and if the sticker indicates 
black, the brake linings must be inspected and O-rings replaced. In addition, at every annual/100-hour 
inspection the brakes must be disassembled, the brake linings checked and the O-rings replaced.

This Service Advisory is to notify owners and operators that Cirrus has obtained FAA approval to install a 
second Brake Temperature Indicator (sticker) that employs a lower temperature activation threshold. Instal-
lation of the lower temperature sticker will allow for the extension of the brake assembly o-ring replacement 
interval from the current 100-Hours interval to an On Condition, Recommended 5-Year interval. 

3. AMPLIFICATION

Cirrus reminds owners and operators that the two dominant factors that can lead to excessive brake tem-
perature are improper operation and inadequate maintenance of the brake system. The following oper-
ating practices and system maintenance have been incorporated into Section 10 - Safety Information, of 
your Pilot’s Operating Handbook and are being reiterated as follows:

Operating Practices

When taxiing, directional control is accomplished with rudder deflection and intermittent braking (toe taps) 
as necessary. Use only as much power as is necessary to achieve forward movement. Deceleration or taxi 
speed control using brakes but without a reduction in power will result in increased brake temperature.

On flat, smooth, hard surfaces, do not exceed 1000 RPM maximum continuous engine speed for taxi. 
Power settings slightly above 1000 RPM are permissible to start motion, for turf, soft surfaces, and on 
inclines. Use minimum power to maintain constant taxi speed.

“Riding the brakes” while taxiing is similar to driving a car with one foot on the brake and one foot on the 
gas. This causes a continuous build up of energy that would otherwise be moving the airplane. Observe 
the following operating practices:

• Verify that the parking brake is completely disengaged before taxi.

• The rudder is effective for steering on the ground and should be used.

• Use only as much power (throttle) as is necessary to achieve forward movement. Keep in mind, any 
additional power added with the throttle will be absorbed in the brakes to maintain constant speed.

• Use rudder deflection and the minimum necessary inputs of differential braking to achieve directional 
control.
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• Do not “ride the brakes”. Pilots should consciously remove pressure from the brakes while taxiing. Fail-
ure to do so results in excessive heat buildup, premature brake wear, and increased possibility of brake 
failure or fire.

• Avoid unnecessary high-speed taxiing. High-speed taxiing may result in excessive demands on the 
brakes, increased brake wear, and the possibility of brake failure or fire.

• Brakes have a large energy absorbing capacity; therefore, cooling time should be considered. Energy 
absorbed during a few seconds of deceleration can take up to an hour to dissipate. Always allow ade-
quate cooling time after brake use.

Inspection and System Maintenance

Aircraft after SB 2X-05-01: The brake assemblies and linings should be checked at every oil change (50 
hours) for general condition, evidence of overheating, and deterioration.

Aircraft before SB 2X-05-01: At every annual/100-hour inspection the brakes should be disassembled, the 
brake linings should be checked and the O-rings must be replaced. Refer to Section 8, Handling, Servic-
ing, and Maintenance for specific servicing information on the Brake System.


